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Listing of Claims : 

1. (previously presented) A computer-implemented method comprising; 



s 

reading digital audio data from a source medium, tie digital audio data divided 
into a plurality of tracks, each representing a discrete chunk of digital audio data and 
having sound levels varying as a function ofia variable; 

analyzing the digital audio data to determine the levels of sound as a function 
of the variable and determining one or rnorej precise valuf 
the level of sound crosses a specified threshold; and 



dividing the digital audio data into on 



s of the variable at which 



T 



containing one or more trades and each segment excluding the digital audio data 

I i 

having levels of sound below the specified threshold, and wherein dividing includes 



if the level of sound at a track 



or more segments, each segment 



edge between a first track and a second 



track is not below the specified threshold, then including the first and second 
tracks in the same segment; and 



if the level of sound at a track 
track is below the specified threshold 
in separate segments. 



edge between a third track and a fourth 



2. (currently amended) The method of 
contains Table of Contents ("TOC") data 
which each track begins and ends within 



method further comprising reading and stor ng the TOC aata 
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e ach 



then including the third and fourth tracks 



claim 1 wherein the source medium 
identifying the 4jalues of the variable at 
fil e and within each segment, said 



EE5T AVAILABLE COPY 
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(canceled). 



4. (previously presented) The method 

! 

encoding at least one of the segments 
read by an audio player. , 



5. (original) The method of claim 4 whe|reiri the encoding includes compressing 
the digital audio data contained on th;e segment. 



claim 2 fui 
to generate 



©006/013 



er comprising: 

a playback file that may be 



6. (original) The method of claim 4 further comprising) 

if a playback file contains two or more tracks then 
data, dividing the playback file into smaller playback file^jsuch 
playback file represents a discrete track, and two or mor > 
files may be played consecutively without a 



with reference to the TOC 

that each smaller 
of the smaller playback 
ause or loss in sound quality during the 



time an audio player is switching between pjlaying contiguous tracks. 



7. (original) The method of claini 4 furtper comprisir g: 

if a first segment is contiguous to a second segme nt, determining an amount 

of time equal to the digital audio data that was excluded, 

i 

between the first and second segments; and 

storing the amount of time and its position relatrvdito the one or more 
segments; and 



during said dividing, from 
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inserting silence for a time 
audio player's playback of the one oi 
prior to an audio player's playback 
segment 



equal in length to the s 
more tracks 
oflthe onle or more 



8. (original) The method of claim 
compression. 



5 whe|reln the com pressing comprises MP3 



9. (original) The method of claity 5 wherein the comjpressing comprises AC-3 
compression. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the variable is time 

* 
i 

i 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the varii ible is a number of data 
sectors. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the source medium is a compact 
disc ( tt CD B ). 



13. (original) The method of clairti 1 wh 



14. (original) The method of clairp 1 wherein the sou 
disk ("DVD"). 
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aid amount time after an 
contained in the first segment and 
trdbks contained in the second 



rein the soui ce medium is a mini-disc. 



ce medium is a digital video 
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15. (canceled). 



16. (original) The method of clain? 



17. (canceled). 



18. (previously presented) A mac 

i 

■m- I 

which, when executed by a machinej 

i 

read digital audio data from a (source 



1 whejrein the audi ) data is PCM data. 



into a plurality of tracks, each representing £i discrete ch^nk of digital audio data and 
having sound levels varying a function of a variable; 

o dete 



(2)008/013 



line readable mediom including program code 
causes said machi ie to: 

medium, the digital audio data divided 



mine the levels of sound as a function of 
of the variable at which the 



analyze the digital audio data 

the variable and determining one or more precise values 

| : 

level of sound crosses a specified threshold j and 

divide the digital audio data iWto one br more segments, each segment 
containing one or more tracks and ench segment exclud 
having levels of sound below the specified threshold, whbrein dividing includes 

,i 

if the level of sound at a track ledge betwedi a first track and a second 

track is not below the specified thres(ji6kJ, then including the first and second 

ij 

tracks in the same segment; and 
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if the level of sound at a track edge betwee 
track is below the specified threshold then includi 
in separate segments. 



19. (previously presented) The machine 



readable me iium of claim 18 wherein the 
TOC) data i< lentifying the values of the 
variable at which each track begins ^nd endls within eaclj segment. 



i. 

'1! 

source medium contains Table of Contents 



20. (canceled). 



21 (previously presented) The machine 
causing said machine to: 

encode at least one of the segments 
read by an audio player. 



i i 



0009/013 



i a third track and a fourth 
ig the third and fourth tracks 



22. (currently amended) The machine readable medlim m e thod of claim 21 



wherein the encoding Includes compressing the digital a 
segment ;!, 



,i. 

, j i 
i ii ! 
"I 



23. (original) The machine readable medium of clairr 



machine to: ! ! 

if a playback file contains twb;.or morfe 
data, divide the playback file into smaller playback 



6 
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readable me dium of claim 1 9 further 



to generate a playback file that may be 



idio data contained on the 



21 further causing said 

tracks ifienl with reference to the TOC 
fifes such that each smaller 
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r. 



playback file represents a discrete tfjack, ana' two or mor< 

i ■• 
I s ! 51 

files may be played consecutively Without a bause or loss 
time an audio player is switching between p aying contig 



24. (original) The machine readable medium of claim 
machine to: 

determine, wherein a first segment is) i 

t! , 
l-=:i 

amount of time equal to the digital audio dafja that was 
and second segments; 

store the amount of time and|rts position relative tf> the one or more segments; 

and 



insert silence for a time equal 



of the smaller playback 
in sound quality during the 
ious tracks. 



contiguous fc> a second segment, an 
e icluded between the first 



in leng h to said amount 
tracks contained infthe 



player's playback of the one or more 
an audio player's playback of the ope or mcj^e tracks 
segment. 



25. (previously presented) An apparatus 



a ripper module to read multimedia content from 



segments based on a measured audio leve 
below a predetermined threshold value at a 

N 

segments, wherein said multimedlacontenl 



at a track edge between a first track jand a second track 



i;.| 



comprising: 



medium into memory; and 
a wave slicer module to divkte said Multimedia ccfitent into one or more 

of said mult|nedia content dropping 
beginning add an end of each of said 
is divided sifch that, if the level of sound 
s not below the specified 



@010/013 



21 further causing said 



time after an audio 
first segment and prior to 
contained in the second 
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same segment; and if the 
fourth track is below the 
specified threshold, the third and fourth tracks are included in separate segments. 



threshold, the first and second tracks are included in the 
level of sound at a track edge between a third track and 



26. (original) The apparatus as in 



claim 25 further coi iprising: 
one or more encoder modules to encode said seg nents using a specified 



encoding algorithm. 



27. (original) The apparatus as jiri claim 16 further coi nprising 



ill 



a splitter module to split saidijsegments into discrete tracks based on index 
data identifying said tracks. 



8 



28. (original) The apparatus as jij] claim ^5 wherein s 
PCM audio content 



1011/013 



29, (original) The apparatus as claim l z8 wherein s aid medium is a compact 



disk. 



30 



Uj 
\% 



nethod comprising: 
the digital audio data divided 
into a plurality of tracks and havingj'^ound levels changir g overtime; 



(previously presented) A computer-implemented 

jSj 

reading digital audio data froihji a sou 



i'i 

ii 



8 



ce medium, 



lid multimedia content is 
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analyzing the digital audio date to del ermine the k vels of sound as a function 



of time and determining one or more 
below a specified threshold; and 

dividing the digital audio data 
containing one or more of said tracK 
data having levels of sound below t 
if the level of sound at 



!l 



! 

points! 



n time at wh ch the level of sound is 



@012/013 



jinto ortfijor more sej ments, each segment 
i and e^ph segment excluding the digital audio 
, wherein dividing includes: 



h;e specned threshok 

i 1 ! 

a trackj 3C lge betwee t a first track and a second 

ii ; 
i 

I L" 1 1 1 

track is not below the specified threshold, then inc uding the first and second 

[l ! ! 

tracks in the same segment;! elnd 

N| i 

if the level of sound atija track; 



sdge betwee i a third track and a fourth 

i 

track is below the specified t|resholc(|then includ jig the third and fourth tracks 
in separate segments. 



and 



data id* 

within; 

Toe 



31. (previously presented) The iifethod ;()T 
contains Table of Contents (TOC n j 
begins and ends within each file 
comprising reading and storing the 



32. (canceled). 



33. 



(previously presented) The 
encoding one or more of the| 
read by an audio player. i 



da a 



claim 30 
identifying the 
iach segmeit, 



wtierein the source medium 
t me at which each track 
, said method further 



ethod! ajf claim 31 
Legmer fs to generafe 



fjrther comprising: 

a playback file that may be 
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